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To my Honoured Friends 
AND | | 


| COUNTRYMEN, 


'Robert Norris. "Thomas Caſtle. 
Roger Hazard. Nich. Purchas. 
"Y ohn Dutcon. My | George Biffon. 
We William Oliver. Thomas Petty. 
| Henry Hillyard. [John Cave. 
Robert Colmer. {John Ernle. 


Stewards of the Dorſetſhire-Feaf. 


GENT LEMEN, 


'FTER fo lng a Diſcontinuance of theſe 


Friendly Meetings, it could not but be A 
14 More than Ordinary Satisfaftion to. Me, to 
J [te them again revived in fach Times as theſe, in 
{ »hc. the Spirit of Chriftian Charity ſeems almoſt 
J.' have been utterly departed from among Us. 


1 Ht was this made me willing rather to expoſe my 
J Self to the Cenſures which ſome may perhaps think 
J fi to paſs upon Me, for preſuming to fill the place 
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of One of the greateſt Ornaments of our Church as | 
well as of.our County, and put theſe Thoughts tge- | 
ther,as the Hurry of a few Hours the Day before would | 


allow me to do : than not ſhew my Readineſs to contri- 
3 ) 


bute what in me lay, to ſo Good and Worthy a De- 


fugn: Auld tho 1 am ſenſible how little there was, 


more than the ſeaſonableneſs of the Argument, t | 


recommend. my Diſcourſe to your Acceptance ; yet 
fance you have been pleaſed, m the Name of many 
Others of -owr Country, to defire a farther Publi- 
cation-of* zt,, 1 cannot refuſe ſo good an Opportuit- 
ty to declare my Reſpects to Them, and wn a par- 


ticular Manner ' to aſſure you with what funcertty, 
1 am, | | 


Gentlemen, 


Your very Afﬀettinate 


Country Man and Servant 


WILL: WAKE. 


1 John iv. 21. 


" | 4d this Commandment have we from 


LA 
.. 


Him, T hat He 5 572th God, love 
his Brother alſo- 


Hen our Saviour had finiſh'd his 
Ocher Buſineſs upon Earth, and 
was now juſt ready to Offer up 


himſelf for our Salvation; We read in St. 7obn, 
that the Swbjef. wherewith he choſe to finith his 
Preaching was this Exhortation, Foo Xlll. 34. 


That they ſhould /ove one Another, As 1 have 


| /ived you, ſays He, that ye alſo Love one Another. 


And to ſhew that this was indeed a Command- 


| nent of the greateſt Value ro Him, He not only 


choſe the moſt proper F:me for the inculcating . 


| of ic; When he was Himſelf about to give the 


Greateſt Example of this /ove.that was ever heard 


q of in the }/orld, Rom. V. 7.8. Burt he preſſed 


t with the ſtrongeſt Engagements too: He left 


{it to chem as the Badge and Mark of their Dz- 


ſapleſhip ; the very.thing that ſhould diſtinguiſh 


I them from all the rcſt of the World, and ſhew 
J:irm more than all cheir Mzracles, all the mighty 
Jerks that they did to Belong ro Him, Fo. x1. 


35: By 
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35. By this ſhall All Men kzow that ye are my Di- | 
{ciples, :f ye have Love One to Another. E, 
And as if this had not yet been ſufficient to | 
declare his concern for this Duty, He again re-_ | 
turns in the Cloſe of his Diſcourſe, to the fame | 
Topick of Love with which he had begun it; 
And preſles ict with another Confderation, and | 
that if poſſible, more likely to prevaiLwiththem | 
than the foregoing. He tells them that this | 
would be the Only way to find any favour 
from God, or any Kindnels from Himſelf. That | 
if they Loved one Another, then He alſo would 
Love Them z But otherwite they mult not expect | 
to be at all regarded by Him, |o. xv. 10. f 
Je keep my Commandments ye ſhall abide in my Love; | 
ev-n as 1 bave kept my Fathers Commandments, and | 
> dein his Love. And what the Commandment | 
was that he there meant, you may ſee Ver. 2. 
nd this is my Commandment, ſays He, that yt | 
Love One Another. Andagain Verle 17. Theſe | 
thugs 1 command ye, that ye Love One Another. | 
And when ſuch was the Value which it pleaſed | 
the Bleſled eſus ro pur upon this Duty, we | 
ought not to wonder if We find his Apoſtles | 
every where very careful to inforce it upon Us. | 
St. ferome has told us that it was one of the } 
molt .fac:ent Tradarons of the Church ; that St. | 
Johu being grown toa very great Ave, fo that he | 
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. 
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was 0O longer able to ſupport Himfelt, was 
carried every day by the Dzſciples to the Church, 
where tho' his Voice was fo feeble that He 
could not. Preach to them, yet he never fail'd 
every Day to in{lil his Preceyt into their Hearts, 
Little Children Love one Anothtr. 
The Chriſtans after ſome Iime growing 
weary of hearing nothing elſe bur this one#x- 
bortztzon from Him, and wondring what the 
meaning, of it ſhould be, took the freedom to 
xk Him the Reaſon of it. He anſwer, 
theie words, worthy, lays chat Father,of St. Yu; ai 
that he therefore choſe out this above all other en # 
hanne ſenters 
Exbortations to Preſs upon them, becauſe our Sa- iam ; guis 
viour had Commanded this above all other Duttes 5,5;40.” s 
to be Obſerved by them: and that this one thing 45/4: 
well practiſed would alone he enough to bring them Hin, 
unto Salvation. 
Bue we need not recur to any Apochryphal 
Traditions, to learn how great a Care St. John 
had to fiir up his Diſciples to this Duty. The 
Emnjile we have now before us 15 a ſufficient 
[of of 1t : Wherein he at large ts up= 
on our Savars Text; and fets forth to us Oar 
ive to One Ancther as the great Evidence of our 
live to God : And both the One and the Other, 
# alike required of every true Chrifttan : If a: Fo.iv. 2 
Man ſay I Love God and Hatech his Brother, He 


1 
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zs a lyar : For he that loveth not his Brother whom 
He hath ſeen, how can he love God whom be hath 
not ſeen 2 And this Commandment have we fron; 
Him, that he who loveth God, love his Brother 
alſo. 

Such is the Concern we All nave in this Duty: 
And 'tis for the more effeCtual Diſcharge of it, 
that we are now met together in £1:1s place: 
To ſtir up one another to a Chrijz:an Love and 
Charity; And in ſome fort revive one of the 
molt anctent Cuſtoms of the Church, thoſe Feaſts 
of Charity, which the Apoſtles, or rather our 
Savwur Chriſt himſelf in his /aft Supper bugan, 


and the beſt Ages of the Church never fail'd re- 


ligtouſly to obſerve. 


_ And tis in purſuance of the fame defszn, that | 
I have choſen theſe Words of St, Fobn, to be -} 


the IntroduBtory S ubjett of this Solemmty, and I 


hope a Happy Jugury of the future Bleſſed Effes | 
of it ; wherein I ſhall conſider theſe three things: | 


I- What the Nature. of the Duty here pro- | 


poſed 15, Of Loving One Another 2 


IT. To what Perſons, and in what Proportun | 


this Love is to be Extended by Us ? 


11. What Obligations our Chr:ſttan Profeſſus , 


Jays upon Us to ſuch a Charity ? 
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Theſe | 
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"Thele are all. plainly pointed out to us 1n 
I the Words of the: Text ; and will I ſuppoſe at- 
ford us no 1mproper Subje@ for "Ou preſent Re- 
J feftions. And, 

1 1. We will conſider, Wie; is the Nature of 
J the Duty here propoled to Us, Of Loving One 
» Þ dutther. | 
 {F lt has been che Wonder of many, who have "72:24. 

I ot ſufficiently enquired into this Matter ; How 4. An- 


1 

| dron.Rhod. in 
* {it comes to paſs thar a Yertve ſo much talked of nil erh. 
F 
[ 


WI 


{ amongſt all Others, and fo juſtly Celebrated by 

{ our Selves too, as that of Friendſhip, ſhould yet 
> Þ ture found to little place in the Goſpel of Chriſt: 
- JT [nfomuch that I cannoc tell whether it has been 
1 Once recommended to us, cither by our Sa- 
I wour or his 4poſites. 
1 A Refledion £1) chat may be apt at firſt ſight 
I toſtartle the Thoughts even of a Good Man ; and 
J empt him to entertain a much meaner Opinion 
I than is fic of our Re/zgron, upon the account of 
it, That 1c has taken fo little care for the Im- 
" TIprovement of chat which all the World has $'* 7 


Claw sS £78 


\] ever thought not only one of the greateſt B/eſ- # #7 


1 fps and Comforts of Life, but one of its great- eating 
J ct Ornaments too; the Noblett Priviledge, and 5; — 
| Advantage of our Reaſonable Natures. 

? 1 Bur indeed there 1s nothing that more argues 

I the PR of Chriſt:.anity than this : Nor which 
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better expoſes the narrowneſs of . Soul in al} } 
Other Men and Profeſſwns beltdes. | 
For what is it: in Effect that we underſtand 

' by Friendſhip; But a Great Love, and a Dear | 
AfﬀeBion 2 A Defire of Doing all the Good we can 
to Him whom we call our Friend : And that 
expreſſing its ſelf in a ſincere Endeavour of ſer- | 
ving Him, and promoting his Intereſt to the ut- , 
moſt of our Power. In ſhort, ſuch a /ove as | 
produces a Mutual Uniom of Heart and Will be- * 
tween the Perſons who ſtand in this Relatton to 
one another; And makes every thing that befals | 
either, whether good or bad, alike to both of ! 
them ; As if there were but one common Intereſt, 
as there is but oe common Mind and Afﬀettion bc- | 
twixt them, 
Arif 54.03, This is that which we call Friendſhip : And } 
24.c.7- this the Philoſophers reſtraind within che nar- I. 


Cic.de Amic. 
Feziendos iſ: rOW bounds of one or two, or at moſt of a 


mimians Amici- 


of Education ; but above all a mutual /ove of | 


united within the facred Bonds of 1t. | 

But Chriſtianity has ſet open the Encloſure; | 
And caſt off the Name, which had indeed but J 
fpoild the Verize : And made that common gy ' 
l 


pie. very few ; Whom cither Country, or Relatin; | 
Parity of Age, or Similitude of Manners and Diſ- } 
pofations ; The Chance of Fortune, or the Accident | | 


Vertue and Probity had brought together, and I. 


; 
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"the? World, which was before confined to a few 
particular Perſons, 


Inſtead of a Narrow Freendſhip, It has 
taught us that which 1s more Noble and Dj- 
vine, a Univerſal Love and Charity : And com- 
manded us to treat Al Men whatſoever, in the 
fame manner that Others were wont to Do 
thoſe whom they call'd their Frzends: hereto- 


fore. 


Thus has Chriſtianity not deſtroyd bur per- 
fected Friendſhip ; and both Exalted the Nature, 
and Enlarged the Ohje# of it. And if notwith- 
ſtanding All this we (till find the World as far 
from Loving One Another as before : If their Cha- 
rity be as ſmall, and their Friendſhips as confined, 
25 if no ſuch Commands had ever been deliver 


{ tous ; yet this ſerves only to reproach our own 


Perver ſeneſs, but ought not at all to prejudice the 
Bxcellencie of the Goſpel, that has call'd us to fo 


| much a more Perfe& and Generous diſcharge of this 
| Duty. 


Now this: will lead us into an Faſie Appre- 


| benſron, of the Nature and Offices of that Love 


{ we have here recommended ta us, 


There are but few, if any, ſo Moroſe and 11l- 


natured, AS not to have ſome Perſon or Other 


2 their 


1 whom they Eſteem in a perulie manner to be 
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their Friend, and /ove and value beyond all | 
Others, as ſuch. Here then let us fix our | 
thoughts. And con{1der what that Kindneſs and | 
Aﬀettion is which we have for ſuch One, and ! 
chat will give us a ſenfible Knowledge, of what | 


we ought to have for Al the World, 


But however, .to be a little more particular } 


as to. this Matter. 


1/t. He that will. Love his Brother as. he is | 
required to do, muſt above all things take Care | 
to preſerve a. Sincere Aﬀetiion and Good Wil to- | 
wards Him.. By which I mean, not only that | 
we muſt not Entertain any Hatred or Malice in | 
our Hearts againſt any; much leſs Cheriſh any | 

hichar table Thoughts, any Unchriſtian | 
Prejudices, or Reſeutments again{t our Nezghbour, | 
howſoever we may chance to have been pre- | 
voked,, or mjured , or Otherwiſe offended by | 
Him : Bur that on the contrary, .we ſhould al- | 
ways keep up in our Minds a real Kindneſs, and } 


Emvpuus or 


Afﬀettion towards Him. 


This is the firſ# thing required of us, the | 
Ground and Foundation of this Duty'; And with: | 
out which all our Outward AfFrons will - be Falſe | 
and Hypecritical. *T'is an Eafie matter for Men | 
co carry it far to One Another,: when yet at | 


the ſame Time, they are: far- from having any 


real 
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| IT Lave in their Hearts for One Another: /- And 

J here may be Reaſons enoveh to perſwade-the 
I oſt Uncharitable Perſons fo ro do. It may be 
Wy ſhould run ſome Hazard, or ſuſtain tome 


Ls by ſhewwng their Reſomements|; 3 and then 


I their, Fear and. Intereſt -will engage them to:Diſ- 
I mble..cheir Averſjon. Perhaps the Perſon1whom 
I they hate is out of their reach, is to Great, or 
Ji Coming to be Openly ſtruck at by Them; "A 
. I and the way to do him a. Miſchief, is.to hide 
I the. Malice of their Souls towards Him. And 
I thus theic very Kzndneſs is their Crime : And the 
J Colour: they put; upon their 1/-wi/l, adds only the 
; Guile of Falſeneſs and Hypocrifte to chetr Unchart- 
I ieneſs, . and the more. encreaſes their. :Sin-and 
J their Damnation. 


Bur rue /ove,muſt begin in the Heart ; it 


muſt be Honeſt and without Diſguiſe : And: then, Rom. %ii, 0. 
| though we ſhould never have. any Opportunity 
J to make any. particular outward. Expreſſwns of- it 
J © our Brother, as 'tis certain that to a_great. part 
1 * Marind we never ſhall, yet God will accept 
J this inward Diſpoſition of the And! ; and ourrw- 
; dine(s to do him good ſhall-be eſterinedg” © th wee 

J had cfectually done ic, to; him. -/ 


Here therefore qur. 'Love,rauſt-.; Joegin: | Wk 


J owſt not ſtop, here :.,Fhed is-mmer.than this 
Fuiced of us towards, al abe. Worlds. :To:thofe 


whom 
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whom we: have never. « ſeem; nor perhaps ſhall 
ever -have:any-the: leaſt — of. | And 


the refore, 


2aly.To this mw Mofbion of Mind toward | 
one Another, we mult 1h the next place add thoſe | 
General Inſtances of Kindneſs which we owe'tg | 


All-Mankznd, and. which, if our Love be fincere, 
we ſhall naturally pay tO "them: 


'Now ſuch I Eſteem, firſt our Deſires, and 


then our Reſolations as. far as in us lies to 


mote the God and Welfare of 'our Brother. And | 
both theſe ſhewing themfelves upon all Oc: | 


caſ1ons, in a-Real Complacency and & attsfattion at 


every thing that Happens Well to him ; as onthe | 
Other ſide, in a true Condolence and Tronb!e, for | 
any ſad Accidents chat ſhall at any time befall 


Him.: 


3Qne another, 1 Cori $19. 26. For as in that if 


One! Aﬀdmber be a All the Others Rejogce | 
at &55Qr-if One receive) any. "Harm or Injury, | 
All the reſt bare a ſhare” in 'its Afi@ron : So | 
heve, wherher we icon{tder our ſelves only as we | 
ze Purnihers: of the- fume Commion Nature ; Or | 


naw rea ferwonlarlyy 4s \We' are Members of the 


ſame | 


This is What St"Paut Exeellently ſers outto | 
us) in the Example of that coricern- which che | 
ſeveral Members of the Natural Body have for 


—_— O_o 
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mmm 


Wie Hyſtcal Body the Church ; Or'yet more 
checial y of the Jame Country and Crv:! Soerery 


Tier which'we tive ; wo fay nothing now of 


DS Jo. F9S..CY3 


corn” oy — I 


what yer ought not -to be forgor' on this Octa- 


Jin, 9:4. Of chat ftill nearer Relation we ftand 
Jn of \ Friendſhip and Acquaintance, 'as we' are 


ilof the ſame County; and fo in that reſpect roo 
nore” than” Ochers,” Brethrez and Nezghbours to 
ne another : We ought certainly upor!' all theſe 


{iccounts, to, bear a Common Concern atid "Afﬀetton 
Jowards each” other ; and be pleaſed at what- 
I:wer Good befalls: Any of us *afd be troubled "at 
I:ny Evil or Calamity that we'know hghts upon 


Ll 


ny other, as if it had in ſome ſenſe been our 


Join Caſe. 


But we muft carry Our Charity yer. farther ®! 
ind to this Yfefton and Diſpofition of Mind 


Jowards our Brother, add, 


2dly. Our Endeavours cOO, as we have Op- 


Jurtunicy, to ſhew our Gwd-will ro Him, by 


il Real {fs of Kindneſs and Beneficence. 
This is the laſt Office whichthis Loverequires 


I* vs ro conpleat our Duty, and without which 
Je ſhall ſtill be found to come ſhort in it. 


Now theſe Expreſſwns of our Charity may be 
f two very different Kipds, and as fuch will 
ly very different"-Ob/igations upon' ns : Eicher 
iſt, Such 
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tees to thew ; their. Love by ? 


2s TO TACY HCL. fl and that rowardz 
All the Warld;;,Or. cle, (24 


GO JUDI: CE-2566 MAWSOAD GONE 2713 Gps | 
ol l.) | Of.che for mes Jort ar e Z*.Qur P 4 ayer s tor 


Neighbours welfare, and eſpecially for that which 
is of Greateſt concern, xo him, his Everlaſtin 


-—- 8 


Salvation-: ;*Qur Deprecat: ons. : of all Evil trom | 


himy both in chis Wrld 
Care.not todo any flung - 
to his Hurt or Detriment ; And laſtly, to name 


no more ; * Our Thankſgrvings co God, for all 


thus Bleſſyigs to: Mankznd, .and._for all the God 


which the 1s pleaſed continually to ſhowr down | 


UPON Us. 


Thele are ſuch Expreſſins of our Love from | 
which. no: Man .can ever be Exempted, We 
All of. us; haye it in our power to do thus much 
Good to our Newghbeur, and we are therefore All 


of us.to.eſteemour, ſelyes ob/zzed fo ro do. 


It was this which St. Paul meant, when he | 
directed, Timothy, 1 Epiſt, ii. 1. That firſt of al, 
ar: above all- things, Supplications, Prayers, Ii- | 
rerceſſuzs, and Giving of thanks ſhould be made | 

Ute Be. James commandea | 


85 | 


- 
” 


z 
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of 
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, 


eviving © | 
(aſt, ) Such as All Menare able, and ought at all | 


z.)Such. as ſome Cer- | 
tarn Perſons .only, are capable of Exerciſny ; 

and that bur towards a. few Men, and at ſome | 
certain Times, and upon ſome particular Occaſrons,. 
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Il s- All, to Pr ay One for another. And what James V. 16. 
9 | fequent Cautions our , Bleſſed Saviour has every 
| where given us, . not to Offend our Brother, not Mar. viii 6 
| Jodemy thing that may but by Accident prove Oy 
Ne eudictal to him, every part of che Goſpel ſuff- 
- Fciently ſhews. 
But theſe, though the -moſt Extenfrve, arc 
or | ji 1n. fome reſpect. but che leaſt of thoſe outward 
I Expreſſons, we are'to make: of our Love. to. One 
ng | 4wther. And there is much more to be.done in 
m | Onder co a. full Diſcharge of this Duty. . For, 


—_ 


n | all. We muſt: to our Phigovs R wy Care not 
12 | to do any [jury to our Brother, add our hearty 
ill J Budeavours too, as we have Opportumity, and. are 
al Þ ina Condition, by all means poſſible to advance his 
ws Wefar Ce | 
| It was a Qzeſtzov which Sr. Zames once put to 
n I ome Men heretofore, , who thought. they might 
'e I te-fayed, by Faith, though they had no Works to 
h | make'ic perfeet : Jam. 11. 15, 16. 1f a Brother or 
Il J Siſter be naked, and deſtitute of daily Food ; And 
| "ne of you ſay unto bem, Depart in peace, be you 
ic | warmed and fulled © notwith ſtanding ye give then: 
LI wt thoſe things which are needful to the, Body : 
| What doth ut profit 2 Even ſo Faith, if it hath not 
l: | Works, 2s dead beg alone,  T he MEANINS of the 
d | dpſtle 1 iS this : Tas 's as that Charuy, is good for 
5J | | C Nothing 
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Wiſhes of our Brother's Welfare, and does not 
ſhew it ſelf in-real Hs of Kindneſs afid ffeflin 


rohim, when, he ſtands m need of it ; SF, | 


if it be not accompanied with a ſuitable Prafliſe, 
is empty and vazn, and of no value 1n order tg 


our Salvation. And fure- we may 'as well in- 
vert the Argument, and conclude upon the fame | 


Grounds , That'as Faith without Pety is of no 


worth ; HO a Good VIul and a Kind Afﬀettin, 
which does not upon Occaſion ſhew it ſelf in 


VVorks of Mercy and Charity,is but an Empty Nane, 


nor will ever be reckon in the {1ght of God, as 


true Love. 


Love is an A&rve and Vigorous Principle ; and | 


if it be fmcere, whether towards God or our Neb 
bour, will certainly ſhew it ſelf in Frutts ſuitable 
See 1Joh. ii. tothe Nature of it. But now what the ſeveral 
21k Kinds and Meaſures are, whereby we areto Exer- 
ciſe this Love towards our Brother, ' it 1s -as 1mpeſ- 


fible forme to deſcribe to you ,; as to ſet before | 


you all the ſeveral } Yants of the One, and all the 


Various Circumſtances and; Abilities of the Other to | 
1 Mat.xv. 35, Telteve them. But as the || former of theſe muſt | 
Rom. xii. 26, DE ſuited to the Neceſſities of our Nezghbour, | 
and be direfed according as his Defe&s require | 
t x Corxvi.2. Gr. Aſſiſtance : So for the Þ /atter ; we mult | 


2 Cor.vin. 12, 


Win. 6,7 confider how far we are able to ſupply hv | 
I NE Needs, | 


VL 10, 
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Needs, and the. more we do for him, the greater 
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ind more certain ſhall our Reward be, 

{-In' ſhort 5 As the Great Rz/e which: our $4- 
quvr has left us as to this Point, 1s this General 
DireBion, That we ſhould Love our Neighbour as 
ar ſefves ; So whoever will upon all theſe Oc- 


- | cafuns carefully apply firſt, and then ſincerely 
{ follow che D:&ates of it ; I may venture to fay, 


he will have this Security, Either nor.- to be 
much miſtaken in the Meaſure of his Charity, or 


{ :0t to run/any great Hazard by it. | 


- And this may ſuffice to have: been ſpoken to 


I our firſt Point, What the Nature of 'the Duty 


here recommended to us, of Lovmg One Another 
s? Our next buſineſs mult be' to enquire, 


Ild/y. To what Perſons, and in what Proportzon 
this Love is to be Extended by us ? 


| It has been always looked upon as the great 


| Defect of the Jews in interpreting the' Rules' of 


Charity which God gave them heretofore "under 


| the Law ; that they confined their Notzons of 'a 
| Nerghbowur to ſuch a One as-was'either of th6 


fugte Religion, of the ſame Comnry with Them- 


| ves, and eſteemed; themſelves to have been 
| uterly diſengaged from all Ob/zgattons” to any 
| Ihers, | | HERE. 1) 'B of 1-Jbf3; 


C 2 . > - - Bat 


Mar. xxit. 39. 


comp. with 
ch. vil, 12. 
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* AQts X.34. 


Gal. 1it.18,&c. 


f Gen. ix. 5. 
At xvii. 26. 


Gal. vz. 10. 


But this Miſtake Gur Bleſſed $ ivy has now | 


removed under the: Goſpe/. He has aboliſh'd 


all * Diſtin&ton- of Few or Gentile ; and taught | 


us by a. Brother to Underſtand All ſorts of Men, 
whatever their Country 'or Religion be : As bein 


all || deſcended from the fame firſt Perſon, the | 


Common Father and Parent of us all. 

'So that when St. John therefore bids us'to 
Eove our Brother ; and our-Savzour, to Love our 
Neighbour as our ſelves ; St. Paul tells us, That 
we mult interpret theſe. Expreſſiors. 1n/ their Ut- 
moſt Latitude :' And that however we:may: make 
fome. difference in the Exerciſe of our Charuy 
as to the Kinds and Proportions of 1t, yet we mult 
not. 'fet any | Bonds to the Extent of 1t ; But 
As we have Opportumty, muſt Do Good unto All 
Men 3 chough Eſpecially to them that arc of the 
Houſhold of Fatth. 

And this is what I take to have been St. Pe- 
ter's meaning in his 2 Epiſt..IT. 7. Where. ſetting 
down.a:particular Catalogue of our Chriſt.an Dutes 


both with reſpect to. God and to One Another. | 
He. bids us Add. to Brotherly Kindneſs, Chart. | 
Meaning I ſuppoſe; thereby,. that to that parts | 
calari Aﬀection which as Chriſtians we ought 
to have for One Another,” and which. he there | 
\ calls Brotherly. Loyez' we ſhould Add ' Charity, | 
that is, a General Love to All Men,whateves theit | 
Faith or Pros by, Th 


og © gary az 2 
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- This. then is the Firſt, - and Largeſt Exaent 
d | of all of this Duty: But tho it be therefore 


t | certdin that We muſt, as we have Opportunity, 
l, I maintain a Common Love towards all Mankind ; yet 
e Þ it isnoleſs certain, thar We both may and ought 
ce | tohavea * more partecular Regard to.thole, whom! * Rom xii10, 
| che Holy Scripturescare wont: in a'more! peculiar © 
0 } Manner to repreſenc to us under the 'Nameof Bre-: 
r Þ thren. And:therefore ro this firft Remarks I- muſt. 
- | ; 2dly;., Thar we ſhonld-look upon: our. ſelves: 
© Þ toftand yet*more Engaged as'we are Chriſ#taÞs;t0:* Gal.vi. 10. 
y | Live Oe Another,and that in a much higher degree.” IO 
{ Þ than weare obliged to.do thiſe whorare without. - 
t] And.this.I ſpeak in the General, with relation- 
! | 19.44 thoſe who are called by the Name of Chriſt; 
* I and adhere to the ſame Foundation of Faith with 
us, however they may Otherwiſe 4:ffcr from us, 
- | mſome leſſer Paints,.. whether of Faith or W; orſhip. : 
J Ic is a very ſad Cafe, and I think much to be 
\ | lamented by all Good Men, to confider what/un- 
; {| reafonable Heats and Anmoſtties there are among” 
+ | theDiflerent Churches and Communions of Chriftians 
| towards. Each Other... With whatRaſhneSwnd' 
| Uncharitableneſs, they. cenſure, and: perſecute; nd” 
| sfar as they can, even Damn One Amther ; And: 
) | phinly ſhew, that. they have: more Charity fora® 
* | J.or a Tarky than for a Fellow Chriſttun that 
INE does 
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does. not come up: an Evety Point to their. own || O 

This is certainly. a Great Fault, - and which | 
ought by All Means ta be correCted by Us. © He | 
who: differs the molt from us,, yet ſo long as He 


_ #pholds faſt the Fundamentals: of Chriſtianity, muſt 


needsagree. with. us in much:more tmportant Prins | 
chan any in which He departs from Us. And | 
had we therefore but as much' regard-to the Blef. 
ſed Jeſus and his Goſpel, as we have to our own 
Pride and: Self-concett ,,.,We' might find much | 
more reaſon to. Love our Brother for the W, orſhiy, 


\ 


and. Praiſe, and Love, and Adoration, which he I 


as. with-us to our Near Maſter; than to hate | 
103- for: nat ſubſerebrwg/ to our own particular Ca- © 


nons. and: Defimttons : And which tis Great Odds I” 


buc if he ſhould do, He would not mend his Faith, 
bu only give us the SatisfaEtion of Errimg toge- [© 
cher with.us, Iam ſure He that believes Rim elf 


to -be in the 71ght, muſt own this to be true of all 


others who differ from Him; and we cannot I 


doubt but-that they think the very ſame-of Him. | 
_ Rug: now: what. the: preciſe —_ is be. I; 

tween thaſe two Kinds of Loveiz Whether there | 

be any pertiandar Tuſtances of our. {ſſo owing | 


to. our Fellow-Chriſtians, which we are not obl- I 


ped to ſhew. to: Others-; Or whether all the Dif. | 
france hay hace wo are to-pay-the fame Offices of | 


OI ws eo A W- - 


Wo - - COTS Fudgrt® 1649 mas + a em. 08 G 
WY 
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14 bays ro Both, only with more Care, anda vreat- 


I & 5-tied ro the One chan the Other, it is/not 
I whips fo | cafie' ro Determine® * Sons! have 
H'8 that that great Command in' the TIN Chapr.. 
ofthis Epiſtle, ver. 16. Of Laying down our Lives 
jr the Brethren, thongh &« may 1n ſome Caſes be 
; I mrthily extended; to Others, yet is Matter of 
| I DPuy only ' to a Fellow-Chriftian 5 Or at leaſt 
\ Jofuch a Onezas by chis.Means may be likely 
; Yo become ſo. But this is beyond azſpute ; 
I that whatever our Love requires from 'us 
Jo 4! Mem, mwſt'in a ſingular manner be 
 Tfiewn co Theſe, Our Prayers for them muſt be 


| Tore fervent ; our Defires towards them more 


yarn; our Concern for their Good, both as to this 
Firld. and the Other more reader”, chan for thoſe 
who do not ſtand in the ſame Relation to us. So 
kys St. Paul, Rom. x11 10. Be kmaly afferoned 


J net. another, with Brotherly Love ; 1. e. Have'gn Theodorer. is 


him Afﬀefion, and as becomes Brethren, for ne gre 


{ ather : And St. Peter, 1 Epiſt. I. 22. Seeing, ; ne $6 pre 

| oh he, ye have purified. our Souls m Obeyeng the pon 
ruth, Aovgh the Sprrut,, ante Unfeigned Love of the 

Brethren, ſee that ye Love OnSAnother weth a : jure 

| Iikart fervently. 
1 And as we ought 'to have a Greates | ard to 

1” Chriſtians in General, than to thoſe are 

Jot yer called by that Name, ſo I do not at all 


J9queſtion __ 34h, But 


pee Greaeee ove fot Some hag for ry .Asfor 
Exanple; tos, tho | 


$4 


MM LECYE 


whether of Nature, or of the Goſpel: Such a; | 
our- Parents,and Children,and near Relatives ; and } 


above..all, for Thoſe who. ſtand in. the [tri&f 


Bond of all of Friendſhip, The Hushand and Wite, 


to Ore. Znother. 


= g N 


1-Tim, V. where. ſpeaking, of thoſe who were 
to be received: into the -Publick Charity of the 


: Churghy . He takes,cſpecia], Caxc, that If they had! 


any Friends and Relations that were able to main- 


rain. them, they,: ſhould be-.ſure to provrde for 
them, and not let; the Charch, be burthened : Ver, | 
4. 8. If any Widow, fays he, have Children, or 


Nephews,,l« them learn fixſt ta ſhew Pity at bane: 
But if any provide not for bus Own, and ba"; fur 


Thaſe of *his._ own Houſe, the . hath demed the Faith, 
ang 15 worſe than an Infudct. 
Y <0, Id & VL o2HhV T4 3 "+ Bb And 


art 1 
af | 4 54. 
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This, is. what: St. Pal evidently: implies | 
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Yi "And the Reaſon of ir is, very. Clear ; Becauſe 
a Jie nore and greater the Obligations we lie under 
N Love One Another ave, the ſtrifter by conſe- 
> {wence muſt our Engagements be ſo to do. And 
rs Yhherefore, where to the Common Precept of Char:- 
r F there are allo fuper-added thoſe Wat ag 02 


a 
. 


S443. 1, 2-4. 


h Jie have now been mentioning ; it is not to be. 
n Jioubred but that we ought to have ſo much the 
om Yinore dear Lffeftzon for our Brother, the more near |; 
$, Jite Relatzon. is wherein He ſtands to us. | | 


id & Bur I muſt add yer one Remark, more, with 
f Jrfrence to chis Point: For, Rb 


» 


| ably, Our Chriſtian Love muſt be extended 

I'otonly to all thoſe we have hicherto been ſpeak- 
\ Yip of ; bur co Them alſo whom it may be we. 
hall chink of all Others, to' have the, leaſt 
retence either to the Charatter or 4fettzon of a 
ad Firatber, and that is to. Our very Enemnes.. - 
n- 4 Nor will this appea at all Unreaſonable to. 
or Jil, when we- ſhall Conhr whas other , Du-- 
tes our Re/rgzon requires of Us, and which Na- 
Jually lead the way to this. A Chriſtian either 
; Fs nor, or 1.am-ſurg.ought not. roaye pay Bo: 
. He may be mured,. abuſed, affronted ; He, 
Jay be perſecuted, and. ſited, by. Unyuſt -and 
IViolegt Men. And they who do. this may. in 
, Jix Common Language of che World, be.called \. 
hm, \ 7 | TO ; 


his 
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ms Enemizs.* Bur alas! The Goſpet | knows no | © 
(uch thing. It aflows us not to ACCOUnt Any b 
Man our Enemy, but by forgiving him, obliges Þ " 
us, if we can no Other way prevail with Him, E 
Rom. xii. 17, FO make Him our Brother. And having done fo L 
ices it cannot be thought much: if after this it je. Þ 1 
quires us to. deal with him as ſich. Jy 
Or however, If we niuſt ſpeak with the j 
World, and call ſuch Perſons our Enemees ; ye | * 
ſill even'as fuch we muſt Exetciſe this Dutyto- | * 
wards them.: - Mat..V'. 44. .Je have beard, fays J 4 
our Saviour,that it hath been, ſaid, Thou ſbatt Love 

thy N eighbor,and Hate thine Enemies. Bu Iſa 
unto ou, Fove your Enemies : 3 Bleſs them that C. urſe h 
yon, Do Good to them that Hate you, and Pray for 1 
them whith de pitefully Uſe you and Perſecute you. 0 
' But here then a Difficulty may ariſe, and it is l 
this. For if the Caſe be ſo as I have now been | ? 
repreſenting 1 1t' fo Loot Tf the Goſpel of Chriſt re- f 
ques fuckan bay "Lave towards 41! Mem: ] 
What *ch&n ſhall'we 'fay?” Are all Men to be | - 
eſtcemed alike by Us ?. And are we to make no | 4 
difference ether a Strahghy and a © ountry- man ; 1* 
Or S dra Lined: bona! tntealopable, Betwixt | k 
ns x Friend ang! in row WOT On [i 

2 tn, No, this is, by" oY means <ECoſequence'0f 
rd gy ent, what We ave now been ſpeaking. * Indeed} 
F-., tear were att. fo Gul and: Perftt&. {6 uſt ad! 
EVE 4 | 


| Of ie Darkndhre- Fea 1 a3 


ks. th, 


Baeft, ſo Prudent ' and Sincere as they oupht ito 


I be; chen I confeſs all D:ſtinfttons of this Kind 
{ would in Great Meaſure be ſwallowed up: And 


Every Man be as much - a: Freexd' to:his Nergh- 


J /mr, as any Man poſhbly ; could be. Becauſe | 


then we ſhould have no Paſſwns or Prejudices, no 
rivate Intereſts or Deſugns to carry on : Burt 
thould All withour diſguie Love: One Another 
3 the Goſpel commands, and ſhould -all deſerve 


{ to be perfectly truſted, and made Friends by One 


Auther. 
And this Hezghth and Per fettion of Love, C bri- 
ſkranty would have us come up 'to here, and-I 


| hope ſhall One Day bring us'All to, in Heaver. 


There all che /ittle Encloſures of Friendfbip ſhall 
be removed ; and-an Unverſal Charity ſucceed in 
the ſtead of chem. Bur in the mean time, whilſt 


I we are in this World, where we cannot :Extend 
| the aCtual' Exerciſe of -our Charity very tar if we 
| would; and have to do with Perſons of ſeveral 
Hoes, and Parts, and Manners, and Degrees, Of 

| different, and often rimes contrary: Intereſts and [n= = 


: | thnations : Some: of - which are not worthy, 'it 


| may be not capable of that full 4ffettion we be- 
| ftow.on Others ; Many are Altogether Strangers 


to us, and 'we' cantiot tell what to. think: of 
Them; -and' not a- 'few that will. remain Our 


| Enemies, let us do whatever we can to reckim 


D 2 Them .* 


4 
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| Them: Though:our: Love mult in ics Extent he? 
Univerſal,.:yet the Degrees of it cannot be Equal, 
' nor the Expreſſups, of 1t alike to 417 ; But fo? | 
- mult recerve'-much;, larger: Portions. of it than Þ : 
"Others cither #eed:or deſerve todo. \, - 
The Summ then 'of this Marter 1s, in ſhort! 
"Mat. V-4+- this. : We muſt: * Love and Pray for 1 1m: 


+ 1 Per. IIT 8. Muſt betKrindy and: Courterus,tand (Ob/rging to 


N18, 12Bvery One £1 We muſt do-no Harm or lnury to 

Rom, xii. 1 £ADY'3 DOTitake' plealure 1h. any, Hy, that hay: | 

pens to any. We mult recompence to no Man Emi I - 

for Evil: If a. Stranger, 'nay it our Enemy bein} 

diſtreſs we mult; ut; we. can, releive.him; If}. 

he: Hanger, we muſt! feed: him; | If b> Thirſt, we 

muſt give Him Drink: ' And all this we muſt | 

be. ready upon' Occaſion : to. do, - to the whole J + 
Moll. 0:2 nt ad nwngtt: ia. | 

+-1Bur then we muſt pray more” partecularly, and 

-with greater: Zeal and Fervency, tot thoſe to 

whom we ſtand more partzcul/arly Obliged ; for | 


| 

| 

our. Fellow-Chriſtuans,. for our, Brethren, our Ke || 
| 


- Per. 2 ations, and.our Friends..; We mult love chem | 

mi... with higher 4ffetttons : We mult defere more ear- | 

x Joh. II. 17. neſily, -and endeavour - more heartily to do Then | 
Good, We muſt rejoice more exceeding/y in their | 
Welfare, and be rouchd; with: a; more! /en/1ble Cor 
cer2 at thew Misfortanes.:., Ang all this. ft:/kn pro I , 
; portean 'as: Wwe. {tand- either! more or, /ofs Engaged to | 
Them, And | 
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' And eſpecially for what concerns the Orher 
Expreſſions of this Duty, theſe muſt be yer more 
reſtrain d by us ; becauſe we neither can Extend 


them very far, nor Diſcharge them towards Very 


many; and therefore muſt be che more careful in 
the Exerciſe of them. 

He who 1s the Beſt diſpyfed to Love his Bro- 
ther, yer cannot beſtow 4/ms on 41! that are in 
Want ; nor Inſtruft All that are Ignorant ; nor viſit 
All that are fick ; nor corre 411 that are vicious 
mn the World, And therefore both Prudence and 


Charity will certainly Oblige us in theſe and the 


like Caſcs, ro ſhew our Love to thole firſt, ei- 


ther» whoſe 1 nts are the greateſi, or whoſe Re- 


latton' is the neareſt to us © That 1s, in other 
words, to: ſuch as have the moſt and beſt Pre- 
tences ty Our Kindneſs. 

_ And then laſtly, for what concerns the buſt- 


neſs of Friendſhip ; it isnot tobe queltiond but 


that while we are carefiil to Love 4] as we ought 
to.do, we may Love ſome 1n a more pecul:ar Man- 


| tr than Others : And Truſt them a great dea] 
| farther ; and conſu!r them wich*more Freedom: ; 
| andentertaim them with a Higher Aﬀettion than we 
either ca or ned to do the reſt of Mankind. 


It is the misfortune of the World, that there 


, | fuch 


L }AAL 


| zebuta very few whoare hit to be made Friends A 


| nit ;andchat enjoy the Cualrficatrons requiſite to 


rift. Erh, 
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ſ{uch a Charafter. And therefore we muſt be | 
content to make thoſe ſo whom we can find, 
and having made them, we muſt Love them ac. | 
cordingly. Nor is it any want of Charity in me | 
that I do not admit another into my Boſom, to | 
know my very Soul, and partake of all the Secrets of 
my Life, to /ove and delight 1n, to truſt and ge- | 
pend upon in all Emergencies, who 1s Crof sand 1!- 
natur 4 ; who will neither Love nor Truſt me a- 
' gain ; in ſhort, who has neither the Senſe nor the 
Prety to encourage me fo to do: But would ra- | 
"ther be an Unpardonable Weakneſs and even Fully 


mn me 1f I ſhould. E : 
And this may ſuffice for the Second thing I was 
to ſpeak to, Of the Perſons to whom our Love was 


'to be Extended : It remaims only that we now 


conlider in the Laſt place, 


IIId/y. What Obl:gations our Chriſtian Profeſ- | 


fron has laid upon us to the diſcharge of this 
Duty. 


Now that St. Fobn tells us in the Words of | 
the Text: It has given us an Expreſs Command * 
for it, and that as ſtri& as for the Love of Gul 
Himſelf. So that if we cannot doubt bur chat | 


we are certainly engaged in the higheſt manner 


to Love God, we muſt conclude that we are Ob- | 
liged ina very high Degree to Love aur Neiblun | 
alſo, But | 
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: But becauſe this isa Point of very great Impor- 
rance tO us, and yet but too apt to be negleCted 
by us ; we will ftop a little, and enquire ſome- 
what more particularly, under how many Zz- 
gaxements we lye to the Diſcharge of it. 


And I. It may be obſerved, That this 1s 
the Law of our Natures, as well as our Rel:gion ; 
and what our own Reaſon,no leis than our Chriſtzan 
Profeſſion, recommends to us. 


For however a late Philoſopher among us, and Hobbs: civ. 
cap.Xiiiſeft;7, 


who would be thought to have ſearchd more 
deeply into the Princeples of Human Nature than 
any that ever went before him, may have en- 
deavoured to perlwade the World, That Every 

Man is by Nature an Enemy to his Nezghbour : Yet 

I am ſure both Ariſtotle and Tully, much Wiſer Aciſt. Rher, 
Men, and no leſs Curious in their Reſearches, Ethic. 1viit 
have given us a very-Different Account of this G6 mm.14. 
Matter 3 That as all Other Creatures by Nature CO OY 
Live thoſe of their own Kind, ſo much more Andron. | 
ſhould Mex be efteemed Friends to One Another. Acid. 1. vii. 
And a Man muſt have very much debauched ©" 

tis own Temper, to be able to make the leaſt 

doubt of it. - | 


It was for this that G4 endued us with Rea- 7:4. Marc. 


| rand Under ſtandang, and gave us the Benefit of "> 7s 


Speech to communcate Our Thoughts to One Ano- 
[1] ther 4 


q k: 


; 
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cher ; that by the means of theſe we might 
both the better diſcern the Need we had of One 
Anothers Help, and the better Keep up, a Freend- 
ſhip and Society with Each Other. 
rt was for this he chought fic that we ſhould 
all deſcend from One Common Stock and Origimal : 
= Ol and be as it were the Members but of One Great 
dom. V. HFamily ; that fo our Primitive Relation of Bre- 
»brento Each Other, might yet more teach us; 
Si WHAT Our Love to Each Other ought to be. 
5 = go orti ab Uno Homine, conſanguinitatis jure ſaciamur ; Omnem igitur Hominen 
Diligere debemus. 


It was, in ſhort, for this; That God nor 
only fitted us for Secrety, and endued us with a 
Natural Defire of it ; but made our Conditim 

Lian ſuch, that we could not poſſibly ſ#bþſ# with- 
2/7. cap.v11.ib. OUt 1t, 

Nam cum 17+ \ 

pecillicr fic Hominum Natura, quam caterarum animantium, quas Deus & inſtrenfas ad 
Crendam, Of munitas aa Vim repellenaam fgguratir ; Aﬀetium nobis Mijericordia d-ai!, ut 
Ine Prafidium ite nifire in Mutuis auxiliis poneremns. 

And what mult be the reſult of all chele Re- 
fleftions 2 Certainly it can be no Other than this; 
chat an Univerſal Love, and Kundeſs, and 4ſe- 
#1n' to Each Other is one of the moſt | Funds 

Ariſt. E:b. mental Laws of our Creation ; What a Natural hi- 

]. viui. C. 1. Y | 1 i 

Marc, Anton, flenet reaches all Other Creatures ; by which the 

"*. 28%. Qrder of all; things fubſiſts ; and what much 
more,..Opr Reaſon and Inclmatiop, and, Conditin 
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| | achis World, doat once both incline us to, and 
neceſſarily require of Us. 


But 24/y, If we Advance yet One Step higher, 
{ 2nd conſider our ſelves not barely as we are Mer, 
Partakers of the ſame Common Nature, deſcended 
from the fame Stock, and Expoſed to the ſame 
Wants, and thoſe no way to be ſupplied but by 
the murual Help and Charity of One Another ; 
I But as we are Chr:tzavs too, this will yet more 
Enforce this Command upon Us. 
For to take up only St. Fohn's Argument in 
| this very Chapter - If while we were yer Szmneys, 1 Job.iv. g, 
| Gu fo Loved us asto fend his only begotten Son in- * © 
\ | toche World for our Redemption « If the Bleſſed 
 T Zſw had fo Great a Kindneſs for us, as to be 
{ content to leave the Throne of his Glory, and take Phil. Il. 6,7,8. 
yo Him the form of a Servant, and being made in 
| the. ornilitude of a Sinful Man, to ſuffer Death upon 
| the Croſs for our Salvation * Then certainly we 
cannot but think ic Our Parts to have the ſame 
{ 4fefon tor Thoſe for whom Ged Himſelf had 
| oO. much, and Love Thoſe for whom the Holy 7e- 
ſwthought ir: not too much even to 4dze.- It is 
| the Jpoſtle's own Inference, Ver. x1. of this Cha- | 
| per; Beloved, If God ſo loved:us, we ought alſo to neu do** 


lvve One Another. Epbc{:V, 1, 2, 
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” Ser Joh. xu. 
34, &«. 


See this Argu- 
ment managed 
by St. Chryf. 
in 1 Cor. 
Hom. 32. at 
large. 

Joh. xui. 35. 


.. Bur though. this therefore - be a very 4fefin- 
aate, and one would think ſhould be a very Co 
vincing Way of Reaſoning too, and ſufficient with- 
out any thing more to ſtir us up-to a careful 
Diſcharge of 4 Duty ſo kindly recommended to 
us; Yet our Savur has not left us, without: 
more, and much ftronger Oblegations ro it. But 


3aly, Has Enforced this Command with all the 
mott Endearing Circumſtances that can I think be. 
well imagined, to ſecure our Obedzence to it. 


For to con{1der it only in a few Particulars, 


(I.) Are the Words of a Dying Friend, ever 
Efteemed the moſt precious, and the likelieft | 
to be obſerved and retained by Us ? This was | 
the Command of the Dying Feſus. It was the | 
Sabjet of his laſt Diſcourſe which he made to 
his Dsſciples, as he was juſt going to Offer up 
Himſelf for Us. | 


(2.) Do Men uſually take a grear Care not to 
be found Defective in that which 1s the d:ftr- 
guſhing Mark, and Charafteriſtick of their Profeſ- 
fron 2 it 1s this very Duty by which we pretend, 
as Chriftzans, to be Known from All Others: 
By ths, ſays Chriſt, ſhall All Men know that ye are 
my Diſciples, if ye have Love One to Another. 
(3.) Again, 
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T6 Again: Should it pleaſe God to ſet ſome 


particular Value upon One Duty above All the 


+ 


Reſt, and declare to us that He does ſo; nay 


and promiſe that the greateſt Bleſſmgs in the 
World ſhould certainly be the Reward of it : 
Should he provide by all poſſible Means for the 
Diſcharge of this Duty ; and aſſure Us that with- 
out it He will neirher forgzve us- our Szns, nor 
hear our Prayers, nor anſwer our Defires : Would 
not every Man that has any Pretence to Pety, or 
Religion 3 that owns a God, and thinks himſelf 
at All concerned to pleaſe Him, take a ſpecial 
Care not to be found Wanting in fuch a Duty ? 


Why all this is the very Caſe here. God has 
Expreſſed a -particular Value for this Duty. He 
has inſiſted upon it more than upon any One 5 r Coraiii 
Command beſtdes 1n the Goſpel. He has prefetr'd pi» 
it to all other Performances, even to Faith and 


Hope themſelves : r Cor. xiii. 13. And declared : Joh. 9 


O, IT, 


| that without it, the nobleſt of our Performances 1, 15 


in any Other Parts of our Obedtence, though, we 
ſhould work Meracles, {peak with Tongaes, Femove « Cor. xii.12, 
Mountains, nay though we ſhould even te for ** 
our Religion, ſhould all avail us nothing. 
He has made it the very Cond:tron upon, which 
to Pray for the Forgrveneſs of our own Offences, Mat. vi. 1, 
that we. Forgive our Brother his. NG 
4 E 2 He 
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He has ſet it out as the Trial of our Love © | 


Himſelf, that we ſhould in Obedzence to his Com- 
: Joh. iv. 20. mand, [Love One Another, | 


He has :nſt:tuted the Bleſſed Euchariſt, not more 


to keep up the Memory of his Love to us, than to 
r Cor. X. 16, Engage us by his Example to. Love our Þrethrey, 


+7. Xl. 18,29. 


And Laſtly, In the Great Account He has left 
Mat xxv. 35, Us of the Day of Judgment, he has repreſented 


Oc 


be enquired into.in Order to our Everlaſting Hap- 


See Rom, xi pineſs or Miſery. As 1k Love were in One Word | 
r Joh. ii. 23, the Sum of the Commandment - And as St. Joly | 
" told the Ephefrans, This One Precept well obſerva, 


ſhould ſuffice for their Salvation. 


But I inſiſt too long upon. theſe: Reflefons-: 
And .tis more than time to.deſcend to a particular 
| Application of them. | 
And that could never have been more proper- 
Iy made than to ſuch an: Audzence, and upon ſuch 
an Occaſun as this. | 
© F6rindeed;: What is it we are now aſſembled 


for, but to zmprove our ſelves in the Duty I have | 


hitherto been recommending to you-? To exerciſe 
our Char:ty, and. revzve our. Love, and raiſe up to 
Our ſelves.a New Opportunity of dong Good, beyond 
what we have enjoy.d for many Years before. 


Rog "D 


this One Duty as almoſt the Orly Thing that ſhall | 


This 


| 
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bute either by cheir Preſence Or-Aſſiſtance £O It. 


And ſure never was there a time when we 
ſtood more in need of ſuch Prudent and truly 
(iſtian Methods of improving our Love and 4f= 


- Tf to One Another, 


; 


5 


I need. not tel] you how wide our Breaches, 


| how deplorable our Diviſions are. And to what 


Dangers they have already expoſed us, you very 


| Irell know ; and whither they ſhall carry us, 
I if not timely prevented, we have all the reaſon in 


the World: to fear. 
It was remark'd by Foſephus as the particular 
I fatuation of the Fews, that while their Enemies 
belieged chem without, their Faftions and Animo- 
kres conſumed them within; Infomuch that 
hey mutually helpd to deſtroy One Another, at 
[every fame time that the Romans ſtood ready to 


Wy levour them all. 


This was indeed a ſad Caſe, and yet I would: 


Ito God there were not ſomewhat too like it in- 


Jour own Circumſtances. We have a Powerful and 
Emaged Enemy abroad, and the Sword 1s (till 
Mm drawn 


* This 1s certainly a very Worthy and Chriſtian 
Deſign ; An Enterprize as: pleaſmg to God, as I 
' | mike nodoubr, through your Wiſe and Provs Con- 
| duct of it, it ſhall be Honourable to our County, 

and Satisfafory to all thoſe who ſhall contri- 


ge B:lI. Jud. 


V1. C.1,4,0c, 
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Ih. 18.21, 


Pſal, 122, 3. 


drawn within our own Bowels : And yet as if 
_ this were not Danger Enough for us, we at 
-4till Hating, and Undermeneng, ' and (Quarrellin 


with One Another : Manaſſe againſt Ephrain, 


_and Ephraim againſt Mazaſſe, and Both again 


Fudah : And what ſhall we do in the End 


thereof ? 


And when ſuch are our D:v:fuons,have we not 


all the reafon in the World to bleſs Ged, that 


has now, at ſuch a Time as.this, put it into 


your Hearts, to renew again this Solemn Engaye 


.ment, to Love, and Peace, and Charity with 


Each other ? 

Oh ! may it produce all theſe Bleſſed Ef; 
1n our Alnds - May it calm all our Paſun, 
and zeconcele all our Differences, if we have nat 


_ 


already given them up as a Preparatory to ths 


Meeting ; And inſtill iato us a New Spzrz, breath: 
ing forth nothing but Love, and Kzndneſs, and 
Good-will among us! 

And may our Examples influence All therel 


of our Country to an Imitation of the like Charty' 


That if it be che Wull of God, we may agan 
Enjoy the Bleſſmgs of Peace, and ſee our fer 
ſalew Once more Eſtabliſhed as a City that ts « 
Umniy within tt ſelf. 


Nov 
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$i 
are } +Now the God of Patience and Conſolation, grant 
7 LR be like-minded One towards Another, 


in| according. to Chriſt Jeſus. That ye may with 

af One Mind, and One Mouth, g/orifie Gad, 

ind even the Father of our Lord "Jeſus Cheifl. 
Amen, Amen. 


go — EEC WET 4 ti —_ 
aut. "II—Y "mn the ttt Moth _ 


hi; | EINIS. = 


ADVERTISEMENT 


T Hereas there is a /ittle D:ſcourſe concern. | 

ing the Bleſſed: Sacrament of the Lord, 
Supper, commonly fold as written by this Author : | 
Fheſe are to-give Notice, That there was never. 
any Diſcourſe of that kind written by him; | 
and that he is wholly ignorant who the Perſon, 


meant by the W. W. ſubjoyned to the Dedbzcatian 
of it, 15. Won 
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